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Categories 
In the detail view of records in Code On Time applications, fields are organized according to categories. 

By default, the primary fields of a record are listed under a General category, while reference fields are 

listed under Reference. 

Categories can be modified by using Code On Time Designer. They have several modifiable parameters 

that can change the way that detail view renders the information. 

Adding New Categories 
We will be using the Northwind sample database. By default, the detail view for employee records only 

has one category, called General. Let’s change the categories to General, Hire Date and Manager, 

Address, and Notes.  

Run Code On Time Generator, select the project name you wish to edit, and press the Design button. 

From the list of All Controllers, select Employees. Switch to the Categories tab, and you will see the two 

currently existing categories, one for createForm1 view and the other for editForm1 view. You will need 

to create some new categories, and delete the Employees category.  

To start, mouse over the Employees category, activate the dropdown, and press Delete. On the action 

bar, press New | New Category. This category will have View of “editForm1”, Header Text of “General”, 

and Description of “These are the fields of the employees record that can be edited.”  
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Save this category, and create another category. This one will have View of “editForm1”, Header Text of 

“Hire Date and Manager”, and Description of “Specify the employee hire date and manager.” 

 

Save and create a new category. View will be “editForm1”, Header Text is “Address”, and Description is 

“Employee address and home phone number.” 
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The last category will have View of “editForm1”, Header Text of “Notes”, and Description of “Personal 

employee record.” 

 

Adding Data Fields 
Now, we will need to add data fields to all of the categories. If a field is listed several times in different 

categories, the page will not work. Select General from the list of categories, and switch to the Data 

Fields tab. On the action bar, press New | New Data Field. Specify Field Name to be “LastName”, 

Columns to be “25”, and Header Text to be “Last Name”. 
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Save, and create another data field. This will have Field Name of “FirstName”, Columns of “20”, and 

Header Text of “First Name”. 

 

The next data field will have Field Name of “TitleOfCourtesy”, Header Text of “Title of Courtesy”, 

Columns of “5” and Auto Complete Minimum Prefix Length of “1”. 
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The next data field will have Field Name of “Photo”. 

 

The last field in this category will have Field Name of “Extension” and Columns of “5”. 

 

Navigate back to the list of Categories, and select the Hire Date and Manager category. Create a new 

data field with Field Name of “Hire Date” and Columns of “10”. The next data field will have Field Name 

of “Title”. The final data field in this category will have Field Name of “ReportsTo” and Alias of 

“ReportsToLastName”. When finished, the Data Fields list should look like the picture below. 

 

Go back to the list of categories and select the Address category. Switch to the Data Fields tab, and add 

a few more data fields. They will have the Field Names, respectively, of “Address”, “City”, “Region”, 

“PostalCode” (with Header Text of “Postal Code”), “Country”, and “HomePhone” (with Header Text of 

“Home Phone” and Columns of “15”). When finished, the list of data fields should look like the picture 

below. 
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Navigate back to the list of categories, and select the Notes category. Switch to the Data Fields tab and 

create some more data fields. The first data field will have Field Name of “Notes”, with Rows of “4”. 

Next data field will have Field Name of “PhotoPath” and Header Text of “Photo Path”. The final data field 

will have Field Name of “BirthDate”, Columns of “10”, and Header Text of “Birth Date”. 

 

When you generate the application, the detail view for employees page will display the four categories 

in compact rendering mode. 
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Rendering Modes 

Compact 
The compact mode mimics Microsoft SharePoint forms. Fields are listed underneath the category name 

and description. This is the default rendering mode. 

Unlike Microsoft SharePoint, the form is an AJAX web form and is being rendered entirely on the client, 

eliminating the need for post backs and providing an excellent response time. The XML data controller 

embedded into the server application provides a list of data fields and categories. You can create, 

modify, and delete categories using Code On Time Designer. In the picture below, you can see the 

default categories for the Employees page.  
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Standard 
Standard rendering mode displays the category name and description on the left, and fields on the right 

side. It can be enabled by unchecking “Start each data field category in the new column with category 

information displayed on top” on the Features page of Code On Time Generator. 
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When you regenerate the application, the detail view will look like the page below. 
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Floating 
You can also make the fields float within each category to provide a much more compact presentation. 

You can enable floating by checking “Float data fields in view categories from left to right to fill the 

entire space available”. 

 

Detail view will be presented as in the picture below. 
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Two Column 
You can also display categories in two different columns. Go back to the Designer, select the Employees 

controller, and switch to Categories tab. Edit the General category, and change New Column to “n/a”. 

Save, edit the Address category, and change New Column to “Yes”. 

 

The categories are rendered from top to bottom with the fields and corresponding labels displayed on a 

single line. Category header text and description are displayed above the category fields. 
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Tabbed 
You can also enable a standard or compact rendering with categories activated when a corresponding 

tab is selected. 

Switch back to the Designer, select the Employees controller, and switch to the Categories tab. For the 

Address category, change New Column field back to “n/a”, and change Tab to “Address”. Change 

General category to have a New Column of “No”. Change the Tab field of Notes category to “Address”. 

 

The employee detail page will be split into two tabs, General and Address. 
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Tabs are aware of the edit and insert modes of the view and are working in unison. For example, if you 

start editing the data while the first tab is selected and then switch to the second tab then the data 

fields are presented in edit mode as well and edits of the first tab are not lost. 

If there is an error in the invisible field then the tab is automatically selected and the field is highlighted 

when a user tries to update or insert a record. 


