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Form Category Rendering Modes  

Data Aquarium Framework supports two form rendering modes and optional tabbed 

presentation.  

S T A N D A R D  R E N D E R I N G  M O D E  

The standard mode mimics Microsoft SharePoint forms. A single column of data fields 

is displayed on the right while categories with descriptions are displayed on the left.  

Unlike Microsoft SharePoint the form is an AJAX web form and is being rendered 

entirely on the client eliminating the need for post backs and providing an excellent 

response time. The XML data controller embedded into the server application provides 

a list of data fields and categories.  

http://blog.codeontime.com/2009/09/form-category-rendering-modes.html
http://codeontime.com/productsDAF.aspx
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You can see the live version of this form at 

http://dev.codeontime.com/demo/MultiColumn/StandardForm.aspx. 

C O M P A C T  R E N D E R I N G  M O D E  

The compact rendering mode is turned on by indicating that the category must start in 

the new column.  

The categories are rendered from top to bottom with the fields and corresponding labels 

displayed on a single line. Category header text and description are displayed above the 

category fields. 

http://dev.codeontime.com/demo/MultiColumn/StandardForm.aspx
http://lh6.ggpht.com/_FyYdtUpPPLU/Srm-UTY_xUI/AAAAAAAAAh4/h1TKH5We4_0/s1600-h/image[23].png
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The AJAX engine behind the form will also automatically downgrade the layout to a 

single column rendered compactly if there is not enough space for all categories to be 

displayed without scrolling.  

http://lh4.ggpht.com/_FyYdtUpPPLU/Srm-Vf-hhcI/AAAAAAAAAiA/UvKtYZIlbFE/s1600-h/image[17].png
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You can see the live version of this form at 

http://dev.codeontime.com/demo/MultiColumn/MultiColumnForm.aspx. 

Here is the data controller markup that enabled new column on the category with the 

header text Address. A single attribute set to true is all takes. 

<category headerText="Address" newColumn="true" > 

T A B B E D  A J A X  F O R M S  W I T H O U T  C O D E  

You can also enable a standard or compact rendering with categories activated when a 

corresponding tab is selected. 

http://dev.codeontime.com/demo/MultiColumn/MultiColumnForm.aspx
http://lh5.ggpht.com/_FyYdtUpPPLU/Srm-WWc-P8I/AAAAAAAAAiI/KvBWfA7nNzQ/s1600-h/image[22].png
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Tabs are integrated into the AJAX client library of Data Aquarium Framework  and 

require very little effort. Simply add a tab attribute with tab label as a value to a category 

element to turn the tabbed layout on. If at least one tab is defined then all the other 

categories without a tab are automatically grouped under General tab. 

<category headerText="General"> 

.... 

<category headerText="Hire Date and Manager"> 

.... 

<category headerText="Address" tab="Address"> 

....                 

<category headerText="Notes" tab="Address"> 

http://codeontime.com/productsDAF.aspx
http://lh3.ggpht.com/_FyYdtUpPPLU/Srm-XZK0HBI/AAAAAAAAAiQ/WRh-74aBAaA/s1600-h/image[28].png
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Tabs are aware of the edit and insert modes of the view and are working in unison. For 

example, if you start editing the data while the first tab is selected and then switch to the 

second tab then the data fields are presented in edit mode as well and edits of the first 

tab are not lost. 

If there is an error in the invisible field then tab is automatically selected and the field is 

highlighted when user tries to update or insert a record. 

 

http://lh3.ggpht.com/_FyYdtUpPPLU/Srm-YXq8ZyI/AAAAAAAAAiY/bGRph6Turlo/s1600-h/image[36].png
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Note that tabbed presentation does not support multiple columns in compact mode. 

You can see the live version of this form at 

http://dev.codeontime.com/demo/MultiColumn/StandardTabbedForm.aspx 

C O N C L U S I O N  

The standard and compact rendering modes with an option to enable tabbed 

presentation provide some truly powerful user interface options that require no code 

and deliver professional results. 

See the video tutorial that shows how to build such forms with Code OnTime Designer. 

http://dev.codeontime.com/demo/MultiColumn/StandardTabbedForm.aspx
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zt493rVU-YU&feature=player_embedded
http://blog.codeontime.com/2009/08/code-ontime-designer.html
http://lh6.ggpht.com/_FyYdtUpPPLU/Srm-ZVLP_xI/AAAAAAAAAik/fI-i7-WiSKU/s1600-h/image[45].png
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Read about custom form templates if you need more control over the user interface of 

the AJAX forms. 

 

Code OnTime LLC  

http://www.codeontime.com 

 

 

http://blog.codeontime.com/2008/08/custom-templates-for-ajax-forms-in-data.html

